EARLY HUMANS
I. Early Humans – people that lived thousands of years ago (before written language) invented tools for survival
A. What are the tools of discovery?
1. Scientists (archeologists and anthropologists) learn about ancient people by the artifacts (tools, weapons, etc.) they left behind.
2. This period is referred as the Stone Age and Old Stone Age, because the people made their tools from stone.
3. 2.5 million – 8000 years ago

B. Who Were the Hunter Gatherers?

1. People moved often, following the food they hunted and gathered.
2. Men hunted, while women stayed close to home and gathered food.
C. How  Did They Adapt to the Environment?
1. Climate greatly influenced the people’s clothing and shelters.
2. Fire changed how people ate, kept warm, and many other aspects of their lives.
D. What Were the Ice Ages?

1. Extreme cold lasting from 100,000 b.c.to 8,000 b.c., during which time ice connected Asia, Europe, and North America.
2. People had to find ways of adapting to these conditions or die.
E. What were their Language, Art, and Religion?
1. People developed a spoken language which allowed them to easily share information.
2. Cave paintings were used for good luck, religious purposes, and to communicate.
F. What tools were invented?
1. Paleolithic people carved tools from stone and wood to make performing tasks easier.

2. As they became more skilled their tools became smaller, sharper, and more effective.
II. Neolithic Times – During the new Stone Age (8,000 b.c. – 4,000 b.c.) humans began to grow crops and tame animals – this allowed them to build permanent communities. 
A. Why Was Farming Important?

1. Many consider farming to be the most important revolution in human history.
2. People in all parts of the world discovered farming around the same time.
B. How did villages grow?
1. Farming communities built permanent villages.
2. Two of the earliest cities were Jericho 8,000 b.c. (now Israel) and Catal Huyuk 6,700 b.c. (now Turkey).
C. What Were The Benefits of Settled Life?
1. Permanent communities became large and became so good at farming there was a surplus of food.
2. Since not everyone was needed to farm some people had specialized jobs producing things like pots, tools, weapons, etc.
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