Mesopotamian Civilization
Notes

I. Mesopotamia’s Civilization – Mesopotamia developed near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers and had a government, religion, art, written language, and other important innovations.
A. Why Were Rivers and Valleys Important?

1. Developing along rivers was great for farming, transportation, and trading goods.
2. With their basic needs met, these communities were able to focus on religion, gov’t, art, etc. and social classes were formed.
B. How did Sumer grow?
1. The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (now the Middle East) brought rich fertile soil to Mesopotamia, but unpredictable flooding often ruined crops.
2. Mesopotamians learned to control flooding and optimize the river waters by building walls, waterways, and irrigation canals.
C. What Were City-States?

1. Sumerian cities isolated from each other formed their own gov’t and were independent from one another.
2. These city-states often went to war with each other and built mud walls around their cities as protection.
D. What Importance Did Gods and Rulers Play?
1. The Sumerians believed in many gods, each of which had a power to control and natural forces and human activity.  Temples called ziggurats were built to worship their gods.
2. Initially priests and priestesses were control of much of the land, but later kings took control and passed their power to their sons.
E. What Was Life Like in Sumer?

1. Most Sumerians lived in small mud brick houses and were farmers, but there were also many merchants, traders, and artisans.
2. Social classes were formed with kings, priests, and gov’t officials at the top, artisans, fishers, merchants, and farmers in the middle (the largest group), and enslaved people at the bottom.  Men headed households and could go to school, but women were allowed to own property and run businesses.
II. A Skilled People – many Sumerian innovations such as writing impact life today
A. Why Was Writing Important?

1. Writing help people keep records and pass information and ideas to others.
2. Invented to keep track of business deals, cuneiform was carved into clay wedges and could only be done so trained people (usually boys) called scribes.
B. Sumerian Literature

1. Sumerians also used writing to record stories.
2. The oldest known story, called Epic of Gilgamesh, comes from Sumer.
C. Advances In Science and Math

1. Inventions – wheel, plow, sailboat
2. Number system based 60 which led to our system of time and 360 degree circle.
3. Calendar – by watching the moon Sumerians created a 12 month calendar and knew when to plant crops.

III. Sargon and Hammurabi – 

1. Sumer’s conflicts with each other left them vulnerable to attacks from other civilizations.  Around 2340 b.c. Sargon conquered all of Sumer, creating the world’s first empire.

2. Around 1792 b.c. King Hammurabi expanded the size of the empire and created written laws that applied to all communities within the empire.

Vocabulary

Mesopotamia

Cuneiform

City-state

Irrigation

Civilization 







