The First Empires
I. The Assyrians – A people from the north, with a strong military and gov’t, the Assyrians took control of Mesopotamia around 650 b.c. 
A. Why Were the Assyrians So Strong?

1. Their strong, well organized army consisted of foot soldiers, archer, soldiers on chariots, and weapons made of strengthened iron.
2. They were ruthless – go over, under, and through wall; burn cities; take people and property; punish those that did not follow their rule
B. A Well Organized Gov’t

1. Kings divided the empire into provinces and chose officials to govern them.
2. They built roads protected by soldiers to connect all parts of the empire.
C. Life in Assyria

1. They had laws similar to ours, but offenders were harshly punished.
2. They worshiped many gods, had skilled workers, built temples of worship, had libraries, …
3. The harsh rule led to a rebellion and the collapse of the empire in 612 b.c.

II. The Chaldeans – Led by King Nebuchadnezzar, the Chaldeans controlled Mesopotamia from 605 b.c – 562 b.c, and build important landmarks
A. The City of Babylon

1. The richest and largest city in the world, a center of science and astronomy, and heavily guarded, Babylon became the capitol of Mesopotamia.
2. Landmarks included a 300 ft. tall ziggurat and a terraced garden so large it could be seen from any point in the city.
3. Outside of the city center merchants and artisans sold and traded their wares. 
B. Why Did the Empire Fall?

1. The Chaldeans found it hard to control all the peoples they conquered and in 539 b.c. the Persians took control of Babylon making it part of the Persian empire. 
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